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Instructions
NEW Marking Scheme and Evaluation Format

Total marks for the examination:  70

Total time duration for the examination: 1 hour and 30 minutes

Breakup of questions:

SECTION I: OBJECTIVE

Duration: 1 hour
44 MCQ QUESTIONS: Each question bears 1 mark each, there are 6 Leaf marked questions which bear 2 marks each.

Total marks for SECTION I is 50

These 6 sub-heads for SECTION I are as follows:
Flora – Plant life; 9 questions including 1 Leaf question
Fauna – Animal life; 9 questions including 1 Leaf question
Terra – Geography and environment ; 9 questions including 1 Leaf question
Aqua – Aquatic life and water bodies; 4 questions including 1 Leaf question
thInQ – Logical reasoning; 4 questions including 1 Leaf question
Mixed Bag – General awareness on environment and natural world; 9 questions including 1 Leaf question

All questions are multiple choice questions with four options – A, B, C and D Mark the correct or most
appropriate answer in the OMR (answer) sheet.

Using a dark pencil or a dark-inked pen, colour the correct option completely,  
as shown on the OMR (answer) sheet.

SECTION II: SUBJECTIVE
 
Duration: 30 minutes
1 Picture Composition

Total marks for SECTION II is 20

Turn over the OMR sheet provided to you and write in the space provided.  
You can attach an extra sheet signed by your invigilator if you need more space.

You can only use a black pen to write the composition. Both gel or ball point pens are allowed.
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1. How do we understand that ginger is a rhizome and 
not any other part of the plant?
A. Because it has chlorophyll
B. Because it stores food in its stem 
C. Because it can grow horizontally and vertically
D. Because it has nodes and internodes

2. Which of the following protected areas supplies 
about 20% of Mumbai’s drinking water? 
A) Sanjay Gandhi National Park
B) Koyna Wildlife Sanctuary
C) Tungareshwar Wildlife Sanctuary
D) Tansa Wildlife Sanctuary

3. In the context of plants, match the following plants 
with their meanings.  
Word  Meaning
1) Pollen  a) Elongated Food
2) Gregarious     b) grains containing the male element   
  necessary for fertilization
3) Hispid  c) Growing close together
4) Pod  d) Covered in rigid, small hair
A) 1-a, 2-b, 3-c, 4-d
B) 1-b, 2-c, 3-d, 4-a
C) 1-d, 2-a, 3-b, 4-c
D) 1-b, 2-a, 3-d, 4-c

4. What are the tiny grains produced by seed plants, in 
which male reproductive cells develop, called?
A) Spores
B) Pollen
C) Eggs
D) Cones

5. Out of the following components which are absent 
or not present in chlorophyll?
A. Oxygen   B. Nitrogen 
C. Hydrogen  D. Calcium

6. Oil is stored in the endosperm of ________.
A) Groundnut  B) Coconut
C) Sesame D) Soybean

7. Pollination occurs when a pollen grain 
___________________.
A) Bursts open
B) Drops into water
C) Lands on a stigma
D) Multiplies by itself

8. During Holi, people in central India consume an 
alcoholic drink made from the flowers of this tree, 
Madhuca latifolia. What is the common/Hindi name of 
this tree, also the name of the drink?
A. Toddy
B. Arrack
C. Mahua
D. Feni

9. This is a mythical plant, and can be dated back to 
the Vedas. The plant is supposedly consumed by the 
Devas or Gods. Their biggest worry is to safeguard 

Flora

Fauna

this plant and its drink of happiness, from the Asuras 
or the demons. Scientists exploring the origin of this 
myth have zeroed in on a potential – Ephedra – a hardy 
bush that grows from Kashmir, Afghanistan and into 
Central Asia. By what Hindi/Sanskrit/Common name 
do we know this by?
A. Sanjeevini
B. Soma Ras
C. Tulsi
D. Bael

10. What is a Silverfish?
A) A fish
B) A motorbike
C) A racing boat
D) An insect

11. I am a big bird, very well-known for my unique 
beak and hunting tactics. ‘Alcatraz’ in Spanish means 
‘an island of my kind of birds’. A famous book and a 
movie have used my name as their title. Who am I? 
A) Vulture
B) Albatross
C) Pelican
D) Woodcock

12. Hibernation is the act of sleeping for long hours 
during winters to escape the cold and lack of food. 
Which of these animals hibernates?
A) Cat  B) Dog
C) Bear  D) Crow

13. Snakes have which of the following. 
A. Bones B. Limbs
C. Both A and B  D. None of the above 

14. This animal is sometimes known as the Forest 
Giraffe and is related to the tallest animal on land. It is 
endangered and native to the Ituri Forest in the north-
eastern corner of the Democratic Republic of Congo. 
Which mammal is this? 
A) Okapi  B) Kuku
C) Zebra  D) Springbok

15. Which out of the following statements are correct 
about parakeet?
A. They have a long tail
B. They have short and wedged tail
C. They have forked tail
D. All of the above are correct

16. The Reindeer is found in the northern most parts 
of Eurasia and North America, but only known as 
Reindeer in Europe and Asia. What is it commonly 
known as in North America?
A) Capybara B) Caribou
C) Springbok D) Pronghorn

17.Colony Collapse Disorder is a recent phenomenon 
which has been observed, resulting in huge losses 
economically. What kind of insects are affected?
A. Bees  B. Beetles
C. Bugs  D. Butterflies

SECTION I  Duration: 1 hour  Marks: 50
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Terra Aqua

18. Which of these mammals has the hardest jaw bite 
for its size? 
A. Hyena
B. Bobcat
C. Three-toed sloth
D. Jungle cat

19. Atacama is what type of an ecosystem?
A. Desert 
B. Forest
C. Grassland
D. Aquatic

20. What does Rainwater harvesting do to the water 
table? 
A) Increases the water table
B) Decreases the water table
C) Water table remains the same
D) Depends on the type of water

21. Northern coniferous forest will not stretch across 
which of the following country? 
A) Canada
B) Sweden
C) Sri-Lanka
D) Finland

22. The island of Madagascar is home to several 
unique animals and plants which have evolved in 
isolation. Madagascar is a part which continent is?
A) Africa
B) Asia
C) South America
D) Australia

23. Which country is credited with the invention of the 
compass?
A) India
B) China
C) Greece
D) Egypt

24. Gulf of Mannar in India is known for________
A. Coral reefs
B. Fishes
C. Sharks 
D. Sting rays

25. The planets around the Sun move around it along a 
definite path. 
What is this path called?
A) Seam
B) Circumference
C) Orbital
D) Orbit

26. They use small blades of grass to catch ants. 
Licking it, they insert the sticky blade into an ant 
hill and collect all of them stuck to it. This and other 

tool use has been documented primarily in this one 
species of primate. Which one?
A. Gibbon
B. Marmoset
C. Macaque
D. Chimpanzee

27. What is the loudest mammal on land?
A. Screeching owl
B. Red howler monkey
C. California sea lion
D. Mouse-tailed bat

28. Strait of Malacca connects ______   
A. Pacific Ocean with Indian Ocean
B. Pacific Ocean with Atlantic Ocean
C. Atlantic Ocean with Arctic Ocean
D. Atlantic Ocean with Indian Ocean

29. Where would you find an estuary?
A) Where mangroves have been removed
B) Where a river meets the ocean
C) Where mangroves are protected
D) Where warm salt water and cold salt water mix

30. What do stingrays use to locate their prey?
A) Eyes
B) Flippers
C) Electro-sensors
D) Lateral Line

31. What is the young one (newborn) of a whale called?
A) Calf
B) Baby
C) Cub
D) Pup

thInQ
32. Find odd one out
A. Argon
B. Neon
C. Krypton
D. Fluorine

33. In a class of 60 where boys are twice that of girls, 
Ramya ranked 17th from the top. If there are 9 boys 
ahead of Ramya, how many girls are after her in the 
rank? 
A) 26
B) 12
C) 10
D) 33

34. If Mrs. Sharma bought 18.5 litres of ghee for Rs. 
3931.25, then cost of ghee per litre is _____.
A) Rs. 222.50
B) Rs. 232.50
C) Rs. 212.50
D) Rs. 243.50
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Mixed Bag

35. The unprecedented economic growth of China has 
__________ worldwide attention.
A) Perceived
B) Proposed
C) Attracted
D) Astonished

36. Of the following indications of the health of water 
body, which is the most widely accepted means of 
measuring how polluted is a water body? 
A) COD (Chemical Oxygen Demand)
B) BOD (Biological Oxygen Demand)
C) Chloroform content
D) Bacteriological water analysis

37. Match the animal-related occupations with their 
descriptions – 
Occupation Product
a) Pisciculture 1) commercial raising of domestic  
 birds
b) Poultry Farming 2) silk farming
c) Animal Husbandry 3) fish farming
d) Sericulture 4) commercial management of  
 farm animals
A) a-1, b-4, c-2, d-3
B) a-3, b-1, c-4, d-2
C) a-3, b-4, c-2, d-1
D) a-3, b-2, c-1, d-4

38. Which type of plastic amongst the following is 
most friendly to the environment? 
A) Polyvinyl Plastic (PVC)
B) High-density Polyethylene (HDPE)
C) Polystyrene (PS)
D) Polyethylene Terephthalate (PET)

39. Match the following characters from ‘The Jungle 
Book’ with the animals they represented –
Character Animal
1) Kaa  a) Indian Wolf
2) Haathi  b) Sloth Bear
3) Akela  c) Indian Rock Python
4) Bhaloo d) Asian Elephant
A) 1-b, 2-a, 3-d, 4-c
B) 1-b, 2-c, 3-d, 4-a
C) 1-d, 2-a, 3-b, 4-c
D) 1-c, 2-d, 3-a, 4-b

40. The ozone layer is contained within which of the 
following spheres?
A) Stratosphere 
B) Mesosphere  
C) Troposphere 
D) Thermosphere

41. Oxygen was discovered by_________ 
A. Marie Curie
B. Joseph Priestly
C. William Ramsay 
D. Thomas Edison

42. Using which out of the following are web pages 
written?
A. HTTP
B. ASP
C. FTP
D. HTML

43. World AIDS Day is observed on ________
A. 1st December
B. 2nd October
C. 14th October 
D. 14th December

44. Which is the land of rising sun?
A. Australia
B. Korea
C. Japan
D. China



5

SECTION II Duration: 30 minutes Marks: 20

Write about what the cartoon is trying to say and why it is important for us 
in the world we live in. 

Marks will only be given for content and original expression and not for style, 
vocabulary or handwriting.

Copyright:
Unauthorised reprint or use of this material 
is prohibited. No part of this paper may be 
reproduced or transmitted in any form or by 
any means, electronic or mechanical, including 
photocopying, recording, or by any information 
storage and retrieval system without written 
permission for the publishers.

www.facebook.com/saevusNature www.twitter.com/saevus_wildlife

Saevus Wildlife India LLP, 302, 3rd fl oor, Powai Plaza, Hiranandani Gardens, Powai, 
Mumbai - 400076. Phone: +91 022-40660100 Email:  olympiad@saevus.in



1. A 12. C 23. B 34. C

2. A 13. A 24. A 35. C

3. B 14. A 25. D 36. B

4. B 15. A 26. D 37. B

5. D 16. B 27. B 38. B

6. C 17. A 28. A 39. D

7. C 18. A 29. B 40. A

8. C 19. A 30. C 41. B

9. B 20. A 31. A 42. D

10. D 21. C 32. D 43. A
11. B 22. A 33. B 44. C
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