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Instructions
NEW Marking Scheme and Evaluation Format

Total marks for the examination:  70

Total time duration for the examination: 1 hour and 30 minutes

Breakup of questions:

SECTION I: OBJECTIVE

Duration: 1 hour
44 MCQ QUESTIONS: Each question bears 1 mark each, there are 6 Leaf marked questions which bear 2 marks each.

Total marks for SECTION I is 50

These 6 sub-heads for SECTION I are as follows:
Flora – Plant life; 9 questions including 1 Leaf question
Fauna – Animal life; 9 questions including 1 Leaf question
Terra – Geography and environment ; 9 questions including 1 Leaf question
Aqua – Aquatic life and water bodies; 4 questions including 1 Leaf question
thInQ – Logical reasoning; 4 questions including 1 Leaf question
Mixed Bag – General awareness on environment and natural world; 9 questions including 1 Leaf question

All questions are multiple choice questions with four options – A, B, C and D Mark the correct or most
appropriate answer in the OMR (answer) sheet.

Using a dark pencil or a dark-inked pen, colour the correct option completely,  
as shown on the OMR (answer) sheet.

SECTION II: SUBJECTIVE
 
Duration: 30 minutes
1 Picture Composition

Total marks for SECTION II is 20

Turn over the OMR sheet provided to you and write in the space provided.  
You can attach an extra sheet signed by your invigilator if you need more space.

You can only use a black pen to write the composition. Both gel or ball point pens are allowed.
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1. Which protected area was created to primarily 
protect the remarkable flora of this part of India, but 
is also home to animals like Himalayan Tahr and Musk 
Deer?
A) Kalakad Sanctuary
B) Rajaji National Park
C) Valley of Flowers
D) Bandipur National Park

2. Which continuous patch of protected areas holds 
the largest population of Asian Elephants (Elephas 
maximus)? 
A) Dudhwa (India) – Chitwan (Nepal)
B) Manas (India) – Buxa – Manas (Bhutan)
C) Nagarhole – Bandipur – Mudumalai – Wynaad
D) Parambikulam – Periyar

3. According to Ayurveda, in which treatment are the 
seeds of Isabgul used?
A) Fever
B) Chronic dysentery
C) Skin diseases
D) Cold

4. Casuarina equisetifolia is a species of pine that 
grows along the coasts from the East India to 
Australia. It is also planted extensively by the forest 
department in India, in an effort to reduce soil erosion. 
Often, this is at the cost of turtle nesting sites. What is 
this pine, that gets its common name from the unique 
sound that comes when wind blows through it?
A. Striating pine		  B. Whistling pine
C. Hooting pine		  D. Chattering pine

5. Opuntia, or the Prickly Pear Cacti, is one of the most 
commercially used groups of cacti. What are these 
cacti used for? 
A) Making perfumes
B) Making dyes
C) Food for humans and livestock
D) Creating fences

6. This species is native to Southern China, but is 
now cultivated across the world. The Chinese began 
to drink it by 3rd century AD, but an urban legend 
attributes it to an emperor accidentally discovering 
it when a leaf of this plant accidentally fell into his 
boiling water. Now cultivated in India as well, the three 
major varieties are named after the regions – Niligiris, 
Darjeeling and Assam. What is this plant?
A. Pineapple		  B. Tea
C. Coffee		  D. Cocoa

7. _________ is the scientific name of custard apple.
A) Malus sylvestris	 B) Musa paradisiaca
C) Annona squamosa	 D) Ficus carica

8. Which out of the following organisms lack a 
nucleus?
1. Protista 
2.  Monera
3. Cyanobacteria 
4. Archaebacteria 

Flora

Fauna

A. 1 & 2
B. 2 & 3
C. 3 & 4
D. 1 & 4 

9. Fungi are heterotrophs and they fulfill their needs 
for carbon by________
A. Breaking down organic matter 
B. Assimilating organic matter
C. Both A and B
D. None of the above 

SECTION I  Duration: 1 hour  Marks: 50

10. A medicine called ‘Diclofenac’ has decimated more 
than 97% of India’s _____________, a type of scavenger 
that used to play a major role in disposing the dead. 
The Parsi community reveres this scavenger, relying 
on them primarily to dispose their dead. Which is this 
scavenger?
A) Vultures
B) Hyenas
C) Crows
D) Jackals

 11. Sitana is a genus of lizards with a unique 
characteristic of a fold or skin from lower jaw down 
to the chest, with different colouration on this fold 
of skin. Recently, it was discovered that there are in 
fact seven species of this lizard, and most of them are 
actually a different genus. This genus is now called 
Sarda, after the Marathi word for agama. Nevertheless, 
the broad common name for all of them remains the 
same, derived from the fold of skin. What is it called?
A. Puff-throated lizard
B. Fan-throated lizard
C. Bar-throated lizard
D. Flank-throated lizard

12. The bird finally became extinct in 1932, but as early 
as in 1830, the plight of this bird attracted the attention 
of J. J. Audubon, a world-renowned naturalist and 
ornithologist (after whom the National Audubon 
Society is named). Which is this bird? 
A) Hooded Seedeater
B) Heath Hen
C) Huia
D) Hawaiian Thrush

13. Which out of the following is seen on a butterfly?
A. Scales
B. Bones
C. Skin layer
D. All of the above 

14. Which of the following sentences best describes 
the hunting habits of most owls? 
A) Mimicking the mating calls of small rodents and luring 
them to the nest
B) Lurking camouflaged on the ground and waiting for 
prey to pass by
C) Perching quietly in trees then flying in short, rapid 
surges to seize prey
D) Forming a company of several owls that fly in a circle 
around the prey
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Terra
Aqua

15. The under surface of turtles (includes turtles, 
tortoises and terrapins) is called a plastron. It is 
thought to have evolved before the often hard dorsal 
layer that most of us are so familiar with. What is this 
dorsal structure, also seen in crabs and crustaceans, 
called?
A. Paracase	 B. Carapace
C. Dorstron	 D. Ostrom

16. Garter snakes are known to hibernate in dens. In 
which season do these snakes hibernate?
A. Monsoon	 B. Winter 
C. Summer 	 D. Spring

17. Hyenas are mammals known to scavenge 
on carrions. There are a total of 4 species found 
throughout the world, but only one of these occurs 
in India. Which one of this is the only hyena found in 
India?
A) Striped Hyena	 B) Spotted Hyena
C) Brown Hyena	 D) Aardwolf

18. Dodo, a large flightless bird, was hunted to 
extinction when humans arrived on its homeland. 
To which island in the Indian Ocean was the Dodo 
endemic? 
A) Maldives	 B) Java
C) Sri Lanka	 D) Mauritius

19. The Kanha-Pench corridor has been in the news 
for the past few years, with a decision to widen the 
National Highway despite heavy tiger movement 
across the road. Which National Highway is this?
A. NH-4		  B. NH-18
C. NH-7		 D. NH-17

20. What is the area between the poles and the Arctic 
or Antarctic Circles called?
A) Ice Zone	 B) Iceberg Zone
C) Frigid Zone	 D) Polar Zone

21. Mark the appropriate order of the solar system 
starting from the sun
A.  Mercury, Venus, Earth, Mars, Jupiter, Saturn, Uranus, 

Neptune
B. Mercury, Venus, Earth, Jupiter, Mars, Saturn, Uranus, 

Neptune
C. Mercury, Venus, Earth, Jupiter, Mars, Uranus, Saturn, 

Neptune
D. None of the above are correct

22. Which of the following countries is NOT a part of 
Oriental Realm?
A) India 		  B) Bhutan
C) Sri-lanka	 D) none of the above

23. Which place on earth is known as the ‘Land of 
Eternal Spring’ because of the year-round pleasant 
climate? 
A) Rio de Janerio (Brazil)
B) Texas (USA)
C) Quito (Ecuador)
D) Buenos Aires (Argentina)

24. Which are the main gases present in the sun?
A. Helium	 B. Argon 
C. Hydrogen 	 D. Both A and C

25. The Baratang Island in the Andaman group of 
islands is home to a unique volcano. What type of 
volcano is found on the Baratang Island?
A) Cinder Cone Volcano
B) Ash Volcano
C) Fissure Volcano
D) Mud Volcano

26. Kenya was a colony of the British Empire till 1963, 
when it was awarded independence. As a result 
English is one of the official languages of Kenya. 
Which is the other one?
A) Swahili	 B) Afrikaans
C) Malagasy	 D) Arabic

27. The world’s largest butterfly is so big its European 
discoverer shot at it, thinking it was a bird. What is this 
species, native to the rainforests of New Guinea?
A. Queen Alexandria’s birdwing
B. Southern birdwing
C. Cairns birdwing
D. Goliath birdwing

28. As Carbon dioxide emissions increase, the ocean’s 
ability to absorb Carbon dioxide declines, resulting in 
a more acidic ocean. Which animal is at maximum risk 
in acidic water?
A) Corals
B) Plankton
C) Fish
D) Whales

29. Match the famous lakes to the states in which they 
are located 
Lake			   State
1) Dal Lake		  a) Maharashtra
2) Sambar Lake		  b) Orissa
3) Lonar Lake		  c) Jammu & Kashmir
4) Chilika Lake		  d) Rajasthan
A) 1-d, 2-c, 3-b, 4-a
B) 1-c, 2-d, 3-a, 4-b
C) 1-b, 2-a, 3-d, 4-c
D) 1-a, 2-c, 3-b, 4-d

30. True’s beaked whale belongs to which out of the 
following genus?
A. Haborophocoena
B. Carcharodon
C. Bolbometopon
D.  Mesoplodont

31. The Pong dam attracts millions of birds every year, 
including the bar-headed geese which arrive in their 
thousands. On which river is this dam located? 
A. Indus
B. Beas
C. Chambal
D. Gandhak
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Mixed Bag

thInQ
32. Find the odd one out:
A) Electrons
B) Protons
C) Molecule
D) Neutrons

33. Read the following information carefully and 
answer based on it by selecting the correct option 
from the given alternatives. 
Five students K, L, M, N and O study in a class, of 
these:
i) K and L study Physics and Chemistry 
ii) M and L study Physics and Mathematics 
iii) N and K study Biology and Chemistry 
iv) O and L study Anthropology and Civics 
v) O and N study Chemistry and Mathematics
Who among the students studies maximum number of 
subjects?
A) O
B) N
C) L
D) K

34. I left home for bringing milk between 7am and 
8am. The angle between the hour hand and the minute 
hand was 90°. I returned home between 7 am and 8 
am. Then also the angle between the minute hand and 
hour hand was 90°. At what time (nearest to second) 
did I leave and return home?
A) 7h 18 m 35s & 7h 51m 24s
B) 7h 19m 24s & 7h 52m 14s
C) 7h 20m 42s & 7h 53m 11s
D) 7h 21m 49s & 7h 54m 33s

35. Find the odd one out
A. 699
B. 877
C. 223
D. 222

36. At the time of Indian independence, most areas 
of rich biodiversity were hardly known, let alone 
protected. Since then, several conservationists have 
dedicated their lives to certain protected habitats and 
ensured their protection for natural posterity. Can 
you match these famous conservationists with the 
protected areas they saved? 
Conversationalist		 Area
1) King of Junagadh		  a) Ranthambhore National Park
2) Kailash Singh Sankhala	 b) Dudhwa National Park
3) Billy Arjan Singh		  c) Dachigam National Park
4) Maharaja of Kashmir	 d) Gir National Park
A) 1-d, 2-c, 3-b, 4-a
B) 1-a, 2-c, 3-d, 4-b
C) 1-d, 2-a, 3-b, 4-c
D) 1-a, 2-b, 3-c, 4-d

37. In the year 1979 an area in Nepal was declared 
a World Heritage Site and became eligible for funds 
from the UNESCO. It comprises Everest, Choster, and 
Chooyu peaks of Nepal. Which is this protected area? 
A) Royal Chitwan National Park
B) Khaptad National Park
C) Lake Rara National Park
D) Sagarmata National Park

38. Mata ni pachedi is a famous art form that 
originated and is still practiced in which Indian state?
A. Rajasthan	 B. Gujarat 
C. Both A and B 	 D. It is no more existing

39. Forests are known as carbon sinks. What does the 
phrase mean?
A) That there are large quantities of carbon deposits below 

forests
B) That there are large number of carbon compounds 

found in forests
C) That forests have the capacity to trap CO2
D) That rivers in forests have more quantity of carbon 

dissolved in them

40. India’s remotest election booth is Banej, located 
in a remote part of Western India. It has one voter, 
Darshandas, and he has been voting since 2004. The 
reason for this remote location – inside a protected 
area – is because the election commission mandates 
that a polling booth most at most be 2 km from its 
citizens. In which protected area is this polling booth 
located? 
A. Desert National Park
B. Little Rann of Kutch
C. Gir National Park
D. Greater Rann of Kutch

41. Who wrote the famous book, ‘Systema Naturae’, 
the first consolidated attempt to scientifically name 
and classify all plants and animals?
A) Darwin	 B) Linnaeus
C) Odum	 D) Stobaeus

42. Robert Whittaker proposed the five-kingdom 
system in the year_____
A. 1972		  B. 1872
C. 1869		  D. 1969

43. Which of the following rivers have NOT been 
mapped to a state through which they flow?
A. Cauvery – Kerala
B. Tapti – Maharashtra
C. Lohit – Arunchal Pradesh
D. Gandak – Bihar

44. Melanism is a special characteristic where the 
melanin pigment increases, creating a ‘darker’ form of 
the same species. It is the most common among the 
big cats, and is usually helpful to them in adapting to 
their surroundings. It is also hereditable. Identify the 
character from Rudyard Kipling’s ‘The Jungle Book’ 
that displayed melanism.
A) Baloo
B) Sher Khan
C) Kaa
D) Bagheera
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SECTION II Duration: 30 minutes Marks: 20

Write about what the cartoon is trying to say and why it is important for us 
in the world we live in. 

Marks will only be given for content and original expression and not for style, 
vocabulary or handwriting.

Copyright:
Unauthorised reprint or use of this material 
is prohibited. No part of this paper may be 
reproduced or transmitted in any form or by 
any means, electronic or mechanical, including 
photocopying, recording, or by any information 
storage and retrieval system without written 
permission for the publishers.

www.facebook.com/saevusNature www.twitter.com/saevus_wildlife

Saevus Wildlife India LLP, 302, 3rd fl oor, Powai Plaza, Hiranandani Gardens, Powai, 
Mumbai - 400076. Phone: +91 022-40660100 Email:  olympiad@saevus.in



1. C 12. B 23. C 34. D

2. C 13. A 24. D 35. D

3. B 14. C 25. D 36. C

4. B 15. B 26. A 37. D

5. C 16. B 27. A 38. B

6. B 17. A 28. A 39. C

7. C 18. D 29. B 40. C

8. B 19. C 30. D 41. B

9. A 20. C 31. B 42. D

10. A 21. A 32. C 43. A

11. B 22. D 33. B 44. D
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