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CLASS 8

Instructions
NEW Marking Scheme and Evaluation Format

Total marks for the examination:  70

Total time duration for the examination:  
1 hour and 30 minutes

Breakup of questions:

SECTION I: OBJECTIVE

Duration: 1 hour
44 MCQ QUESTIONS: Each question bears 1 mark each, 
there are 6 Leaf marked questions which bear 2 marks 
each.

Total marks for SECTION I is 50

These 6 sub-heads for SECTION I are as follows:
Flora – Plant life; 9 questions including 1 Leaf question
Fauna – Animal life; 9 questions including 1 Leaf 
question
Terra – Geography and environment ; 9 questions including 
1 Leaf question
Aqua – Aquatic life and water bodies; 4 questions including 
1 Leaf question
thInQ – Logical reasoning; 4 questions including 1 Leaf 
question
Mixed Bag – General awareness on environment and natural 
world; 9 questions including 1 Leaf question

All questions are multiple choice questions with four 
options – A, B, C and D Mark the correct or most
appropriate answer in the OMR (answer) sheet.

Using a dark pencil or a dark-inked pen, colour the 
correct option completely,  
as shown on the OMR (answer) sheet.

SECTION II: SUBJECTIVE
 
Duration: 30 minutes
1 Picture Composition

Total marks for SECTION II is 20

Turn over the OMR sheet provided to you and write in 
the space provided.  
You can attach an extra sheet signed by your invigilator 
if you need more space.

You can only use a black pen to write the composition. 
Both gel or ball point pens are allowed.
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1. Betel nut and betel leaf are very different. What kind 
of ‘plants’ are the two of them?
A) Betel nut is obtained from a tree and Betel leaf from a 
creeper
B) Betel nut is obtained from a creeper and so is Betel leaf
C) Betel nut is obtained from a tree and so is Betel leaf
D) Betel nut is obtained from a creeper and Betel leaf from 
a tree

2. There is a myth that this type of tree does not have 
flowers. It is not true; while they do have flowers, 
it is inside the fruit and the flower is pollinated by 
specialized wasps. What is this common type of tree?
A) Pine – Chir, Whistling, etc.
B) Fig – Banyan, Peepal, etc.
C) Oak – Banj, etc.
D) Mango – Alphonso, Raspuri, etc.

3. Semecarpus anacardium is a member of the Mango 
family. It has a sharp liquid substance ooze out when 
a gash is made on it. This extract is mixed with things 
to prepare something that leaves a clear mark. A 
government establishment in Mysore is the only 
institution that makes it. What is substance?
A) Scientific experiments
B) Election Ink
C) Dhobi marks on clothes
D) All of the above

4. Dugongs, also known as sea cows, can be found in 
low numbers in the Gulf of Khambhat, the Palk Strait 
and in the Andaman and Nicobar Islands. What do they 
primarily feed on? 
A) Sea cucumbers B) Sea urchins
C) Sea horses  D) Sea grass

5. Genetically modified crops are those were the cells 
of the plant are directly changed to make them better 
in what they do – yield more and better products, 
resist disease and grow with less water. One such 
crop, prefixed with a ‘Bt’ word, was grown widely 
in Maharashtra, Andhra Pradesh (previously united) 
and Karnataka. Because of fluctuating prices, many 
farmers were in debt and committed suicide. Which 
crop?
A) Jute  B) Sugarcane
C) Cotton D) Tobacco

6. This group of plants have lived on since the time of 
the dinosaurs, and are often used in flower decoration 
these days. This has made some species, like C. 
Circinalis endangered. They have leaves like palm but 
a stiff central cone. What kind of plant/tree?
A) Cycas  B) Sugarcane
C) Oak  D) Mango

7. While oil palm cultivation is at the cost of many 
thousand acres of rainforest that is cleared, a similar 
process is happening in Brazil. Here is because of 
two reasons – one is cattle rearing and another is 
the cultivation of this high value, a legume with high 
protein content used extensively in Eastern cooking. 
Which legume?
A) Double bean  B) Soya bean
C) Bitter gourd  D) Grapes

Flora

Fauna

8. Tomatoes in a greenhouse grow faster if the carbon 
dioxide concentration is increased. This shows that
A) Temperature must have been a limiting factor
B) Carbon dioxide concentration must have been a 
limiting factor
C) Light intensity must have been a limiting factor
D) None of the above

9. Why do plants need nitrate ions?
A) To make proteins
B) To make fatty acids
C) To make starch for storage
D) To make glucose

10. Every blood group is given by a letter and a sign 
– positive or negative.  This sign is named after a 
monkey they tested it on. What factor?
A) Rhesus factor
B) Bonnet factor
C) Langur factor
D) Gibbon factor

11. Which of the following two animals are closest 
relative to Dinosaur? 
A) Alligators and Fish
B) Alligators and Birds
C) Birds and fish
D) All of the above

12. We see the Hollywood symbol very frequently in 
movies and other entertainment. The symbol, a huge 
billboard is in southern California. Sometimes, one 
sees a certain wild cat species near the billboard, and 
creating panic in the region. It is a widely distributed 
species, found all  the way from USA down to 
Argentina. Which species of cat?
A) Jaguar
B) Puma
C) Jaguarundi
D) Bobcat

13. There are several species of animals that have 
‘Brahminy’ in its name. These include Brahminy kite, 
Brahminy starling and Brahminy shelduck (now ruddy 
shelduck). What does that word mean?
A) These species have a caste system
B) They are orangish-brown in colour
C) They are solitary and breed outside a set breeding 
season
D) None of the above

14. How many Tiger Subspecies have gone extinct in 
the last hundred years? 
A) 3 B) 2
C) 4 D) 1

15. Only two countries continue to hunt whales. One of 
them is Norway, which is the other?
A) Japan B) China
C) Laos D) Cambodia

16. The Tasmanian devil has got a sort of mouth 
cancer that has killed off a large population, and its 
population on mainland Tasmania is somewhat safe. 
What sort of an animal is the Tasmanian Devil?
A) Cat   B) Dog
C) Marsupial D) Bird

SECTION I  Duration: 1 hour  Marks: 50
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Terra

Aqua

17. Which animal has the biggest eye–ten times bigger 
than a human eye?
A) Mongoose
B) Giant Squid
C) Bush-baby
D) Blue Whale

18. This bird is a symbol of love in Japan, because of 
the dance that the male and female partners do and 
for their long-standing bond for life. What bird do they 
look at as such a symbol?
A) Pigeon
B) Parrot
C) Hawk
D) Crane

24. The San Andreas Fault is a much talked about 
tectonic fault line that lies along the coast of this 
continent. As the Mid-Atlantic ridge produces more 
crust, landmass disappears back into the molten core 
a little away from the west coast of this continent. 
There is where the fault sits. Along which continent is 
the San Andreas Fault?
A) South America
B) North America
C) Europe
D) Asia

25. What is the name of the warm-water current that 
flows across the Atlantic?
A) Kuroshio Current
B) Labrador Current
C) Benguela Current
D) Gulf Stream

26. The longest flying bird is a species of tern that 
migrates from one large landmass with ice over it to 
one large body of water with ice over it. If the first 
region is the Antarctic, what is the second?
A) United States of America
B) Japan
C) Neotropical
D) Arctic

27. Mauna Loa is an observatory that has been 
recording CO2 levels for more than half a century. 
These recorders are located in remote areas, so that 
local effects are minimized. Where is Mauna Loa?
A) New Zealand
B) Hawaii
C) Sri Lanka
D) Madagascar

28. A few years ago, a brave pilot landed a plane in 
the Hudson River after experiencing engine failure. A 
movie was made based on it, with Harrison Ford as 
the lead actor. In which country was this?
A) United States of America
B) United Kingdom
C) France
D) Russia

29. Sir Joseph Banks was one of the first explorers 
of this region. Being a botanist, he collected many 
specimens. Due to the region’s unique geological 
history and its isolation, it had some of the most 
unique plants and animals. A genus called Banksia 
was named after him. Which region?
A) Australia
B) Madagascar
C) South-East South America
D) East Asia

30. Where you can find the emu?  
A) Chile
B) Australia
C) Africa
D) New Zealand

31. What is the longest mountain range on land? 
A) Mid-Atlantic Ridge
B) Andes
C) Himalayas
D) Rockies

19. Many streams join to give a larger stream. These 
smaller streams that like upstream, are colloquially 
called something. What?
A) Headwaters B) Brainwaters
C) Tailwaters D) Stemwaters

20. This is a certain marine invertebrate that has radial 
symmetry – this means that taking the centre of the 
organism, all sides mirror the other side. There are 
around 1500 species of these and are found across 
the world’s oceans. They are ancient, with fossil 
records going back to 400 million years ago. They 
also have the unique capacity of regenerating their 
limbs. In the cartoon Spongebob Squarepants, a friend 
of Spongebob was Patrick, who was this organism. 
Which?
A) Cuttlefish B) Squid
C) Starfish D) Sea cucumber

21. Whales are extremely good ‘singers’, and rely on 
a wide variety of sounds to communicate. However, 
their communication is getting badly interrupted by 
a certain development in modern shipping. Because 
of this development, whales have adjusted their 
sounds in what is known as Lombard’s effects. What 
development?
A) Faster ships B) Noise from ships
C) Pollution from ships D) Submarines hitting whales

22.  Rock hopper, jackass and emperor are all type of 
what? 
A) Horses B) Penguins
C) Cattles D) None of the above

23. “Mr Livingstone I presume”, he said to David 
Livingstone, after he discovered the great explored 
in the middle of this continent. This phrase is 
immortalized by a statue at the location, representing 
the long perilous journey that he took through the 
heart of this continent. Which continent?
A) South America
B) Africa
C) Asia
D) Australia
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Mixed Bag

thInQ
32. Find the character that does not belong to the list: 
Long John Silver, Jim Hawkins, Robinson Crusoe, Ben 
Gunn
A)  Long John Silver
B)  Jim Hawkins
C)  Robinson Crusoe
D)  Ben Gunn

33. Find the odd one out:-
A) Reading
B) Not smoking
C) Enjoying swimming
D) To learn

34. A man walks 3 km northwards and then turns left 
and goes 2 km. He again turns left and goes 3 km. He 
turns right and walks straight. In which direction he is 
walking now?
A) East
B) West
C) North
D) South

35. The sum of five consecutive numbers is 190. What 
is the sum of the largest and the smallest number?
A) 76
B) 77
C) 75
D) 73

36. George Schaller was one of the first to study this 
species in the country. His study site was Kanha 
National Park, and for about a year, he documented 
what this species ate and where it moved about. This 
work laid the foundation for many biologists since, 
such as Ullas Karanth, Raghu Chundawat, etc. to 
name a few. This species saw a very good recovery in 
1972 after a certain scheme in its name, and it again 
got a boost when better techniques to count them 
were used. Which species?
A) Leopard
B) Elephant
C) Tiger
D) Chital

37.  What bird’s call do movies usually use in scenes 
such as mountains, canyons and cliffs, and sometimes 
even deserts?
A) Red-tailed hawk
B) Bald Eagle
C) Peregrine Falcon
D) Golden Eagle

38. Striped, Checkered, Green, Olive – these are four 
species of a certain common type of non-venomous 
snake found across the country. Their name comes 
from a certain raised keratin-based structure on each 
scale of the snake. Which kind of snake?
A) Krait
B) Keelback
C) Bronzeback
D) Pit-Viper

39. Turtle Walks is a citizen-based initiative in Chennai 
where volunteers walk along the coast collecting data 
on where turtles nest, and then protecting the nests 
if they find them. This has been going on for over 15 
years now. For which species of sea turtle is this walk 
for (it also happens to be the most abundant species, 
and often nests together)?
A) Olive Ridley Turtle
B) Leatherback Turtle
C) Loggerhead Turtle
D) Green Turtle

40. What do butterflies taste with?
A) Mouth
B) Feet
C) Antennae
D) Wings

41. Which of these animals is NOT featured on the 10 
rupee note?
A) One-horned Rhinoceros
B) Asian Elephant
C) Bengal Tiger
D) Sarus Crane

42. What does Dinosaur mean? 
A) Terrible lizard
B) Huge lizard
C) Big monster
D) Huge monster

43. Ratatouille is a movie about a rat that becomes 
a very famous chef in France. But what exactly is 
ratatouille?
A) A kind of rat
B) A kind of foot item
C) The name of the rat
D) None of these

44. Islands are some of the most critically endangered 
landscapes. One such island in the Indian Ocean has 
two very rare birds – a Kestrel (a kind of hawk) and a 
variety of pink pigeon. Both these species are found 
nowhere else on the planet, and this island’s capital is 
Port Louis. Which island?
A) Seychelles
B) Mauritius
C) Maldives
D) Sao Tome and Principe
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SECTION II Duration: 30 minutes Marks: 20

PICTURE COMPOSITION
Write what the picture is trying to say, a short description is given below.

Marks will only be given for content and original expression and not for style, 
vocabulary or handwriting.

TEACHERS ARE REQUESTED TO EXPLAIN THE TOPIC TO JUNIOR CLASS 
STUDENTS  

Copyright:
Unauthorised reprint or use of this 
material is prohibited. No part of this 
paper may be reproduced or transmitted 
in any form or by any means, electronic 
or mechanical, including photocopying, 
recording, or by any information storage 
and retrieval system without written 
permission for the publishers.

www.facebook.com/saevusNature www.twitter.com/saevus_wildlife

Saevus Wildlife India LLP, 283, 2nd floor, Powai Plaza, Hiranandani Gardens, Powai,  
Mumbai - 400076. Phone: +91 022-49742301  

Email: info@saevus.in/olympiad.saevus@gmail.com
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ROAD KILLS AND CORRIDORS

Imagine living in a world where crossing a road to get your food or even reach your 

shelter would mean being hit by speeding vehicles? While we shudder to even 

imagine such a situation, road kills are a brutal truth in the lives of our wild friends. 

Look at the picture above and tell us what you think can and should be done to save 

these poor creatures from road mishaps.


