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Instructions

NEW Marking Scheme and Evaluation Format
Total marks for the examination: 70

Total time duration for the examination:
1 hour and 30 minutes

Breakup of questions:

SECTION I: OBJECTIVE

Duration: 1 hour

44 MCQ QUESTIONS: Each question bears 1 mark each,
there are 6 Leaf marked questions which bear 2 marks
each.

Total marks for SECTION | is 50

These 6 sub-heads for SECTION | are as follows:

Flora - Plant life; 9 questions including 1 Leaf question
Fauna - Animal life; 9 questions including 1 Leaf
question

Terra — Geography and environment ; 9 questions including
1 Leaf question

Aqua - Aquatic life and water bodies; 4 questions including
1 Leaf question

thinQ - Logical reasoning; 4 questions including 1 Leaf
question

Mixed Bag — General awareness on environment and natural
world; 9 questions including 1 Leaf question

All questions are multiple choice questions with four
options — A, B, C and D Mark the correct or most
appropriate answer in the OMR (answer) sheet.

Using a dark pencil or a dark-inked pen, colour the
correct option completely,
as shown on the OMR (answer) sheet.

SECTION II: SUBJECTIVE

Duration: 30 minutes
1 Picture Composition

Total marks for SECTION Il is 20

Turn over the OMR sheet provided to you and write in
the space provided.

You can attach an extra sheet signed by your invigilator
if you need more space.

You can only use a black pen to write the composition.
Both gel or ball point pens are allowed.



SECTION | Duration: 1 hour Marks: 50

1. This species is native to Southern China, but is

now cultivated across the world. The Chinese began
to drink it by 3rd century AD, but an urban legend
attributes it to an emperor accidentally discovering

it when a leaf of this plant accidentally fell into his
boiling water. Now cultivated in India as well, the three
major varieties are named after the regions - Nilgiris,
Darjeeling and Assam. What is this plant?

A) Pineapple B) Tea

C) Coffee D) Cocoa

2. Swamps are found across India, but there is a
unique swamp in a certain part of India, which is
unique due to a year-round marshy area filled with
species of trees from just one family - Myristicaceae.
They are also known therefore as Myristica swamps.
Which part of India can they be found?

A) Deciduous forests in central India

B) Coastal forests in the Andaman and Nicobar Islands
C) South-Central Western Ghats

D) Himalayan broad-leaved evergreen forests

3. Kelps are large ‘forests’ under the sea, with long
stalks rising up several tens of metres from the ocean
floor. Their main predators are sea urchins that eat

a lot of them. Kelp does not have sufficient defences
to keep them away, but that role is played by another
predator that eats these urchins. What?

A) Sea salamanders B) Sea cows

C) Seals D) Sea otters

4. This word originates from the Russian for ‘flat,
grassy plain’. It is used to refer to dry but cold plains
with few trees. While it originally refers to the grassy
plains in Eurasia from Ukraine to Mongolia, it is also
used to describe the Prarie grasslands of North
America. What is the word?

A) Pampas B) Steppes

C) Telos D) Chacos

5. Figs are a family of trees to which trees like Banyan,
Anjur and Peepal belong. They do not have an external
flower, but these are instead located inside the fruit
itself. They are pollinated by a unique insect that
bores a hole through the fig, lays eggs inside and in
the process collects pollen, only to pollinate another
flower in another fig located elsewhere. The eggs
then hatch, the insect mates and the males open the
fig to let the females fly out. Each species of fig has a
unique insect associate. What kind of insect is it?

A) Cockroach B) Bee

C) Wasp D) Beetle

, 6. Cullenia exarillata is an ancient species of tree

found in the Southern Western Ghats of India. Its
prickly fruit look like miniature jackfruits with much
larger spines. All except one primate eats it, and it is
the only dispersal agent for this species. The primate
can however be found north of the tree’s range, into
Central Karnataka. Which is this charismatic primate
with a black coat and grey mane of hair?

A) Nilgiri Langur

B) Black-footed Sacred Langur

C) Phayre’s leaf monkey

D) Lion-tailed macaque

7. Type of ground tissue that offers structural
support.

A) Collenchyma B) Parenchyma

C) Sclerenchyma D) None of the above

8. What do the thin elongated structures on the
surface ROOTS is known as? It increases water intake
by increasing the surface area of the cell. It is a type of
Dermal Tissue
A) Leaf Hair Cells
C) Stomata

B) Root Hair Cells
D) Vascular Tissue

9. ALL plant cells originate from this type of tissue.
What is the tissue known as?

A) Vascular B) Dermal

C) Meristamatic D) None of the above

]

10. Sitana is a genus of lizards with a unique
characteristic of a fold or skin from lower jaw down
to the chest, with different colouration on this fold

of skin. Recently, it was discovered that there are in
fact seven species of this lizard, and most of them are
actually a different genus. This genus is now called
Sarda, after the Marathi word for agama. Nevertheless,
the broad common name for all of them remains the
same, derived from the fold of skin. What is it called?
A) Puff-throated lizard

B) Fan-throated lizard

C) Bar-throated lizard

D) Flank-throated lizard

11. The under surface of turtles (includes turtles,
tortoises and terrapins) is called a plastron. It is
thought to have evolved before the often hard dorsal
layer that most of us are so familiar with. What is this
dorsal structure, also seen in crabs and crustaceans,
called?

A) Paracase

B) Carapace

C) Dorstron

D) Ostrom

12. This bird is has the longest migration distance
among raptors, moving from its home in East Siberia
all the way to East and Southern Africa. It passes via
India, and congregates in parts of North-East India
such as in the Doyang Reservoir. A concerted effort by
well-minded citizens stopped a mass hunting that was
occurring, ensuring safe passage. What small raptor,
named after the region where it breeds?

A) Shaheen Falcon

B) Barbary Falcon

C) Laggar Falcon

D) Amur Falcon

’ 13. One of the largest species of woodpeckers in

the world, this bird was pushed to extinction due
to extensive deforestation and some hunting. The
state of Arkansas has license plates featuring this
woodpecker. Which species?

A) Greater Goldenback

B) White-bellied Woodpecker

C) Ivory-billed Woodpecker

D) Acorn Woodpecker



14. Farms for this particular bird are becoming
particularly prevalent in parts of India. It is the second
largest bird in the world by height, and is endemic to
Australia. Its farmed of course, for its meat. Which
bird?

A) Ostrich B) Cassowary

C) Moa D) Emu

15. Described by zoologist Pallas, this species of
antelope is endemic to the Indian subcontinent. It
was introduced in Texas, and its population in 2008 is
around 37,000. It is considered sacred (and its Hindi
name suggests that) due to its physical similarity with
a domestic sacred animal. What is this species of
antelope?

A) Nilgai B) Chinkara

C) Goral D) Takin

16. Which animal is also known as a mountain lion,
puma, panther or mountain cat?

A) Coyote B) Cougar

C) Lynx D) Grey Wolf

17. Which South American mammal is the largest
rodent in the world?

A) Bandicoot B) Capybara

C) Beaver D) Muskrat

18. Which of the following birds has only two toes?
A) Robin B) Crow
C) Ostrich D) Finch

____Terra 0l

23. The Paithan (Jayakwadi) Hydro-electric project,
completed with the help of Japan, is on the river

A) Ganga B) Cauvery

C) Narmada D) Godavari

24, Which of the following are true regarding Jhum
cultivation in India?

I It is largely practiced in Assam

II. It is referred to as ‘slash and burn’ technique

lll. In it, the fertility is exhausted in a few years

A) L, lland I

B) Il and 1l
C)landll

D) I and Il

25. Which is the smallest (in area) of the following
Union Territories?
A) Chandigarh

C) Daman and Diu

B) Dadra and Nagar Haveli
D) Lakshadweep

26. This mountain range is said to have connected
the Western Ghats with the North East in the past,
allowing for flora and fauna to colonize peninsular
India after the Indian plate collided with the Eurasian
plate. Which mountain range?

A) Shiwaliks B) Western Ghats

C) Satpudas D) Aravallis

127. Which of these is built by man?

A) Strait of Gibraltar

B) Isthmus of Panama
A u a » C) Panama canal
q D) Strait of Bosphorus

19. Located at the northern edge of this waterbody,
Manglajodi is increasingly becoming a popular
destination for bird enthusiasts, as a less tourist-
dominated area. It’s reeds provide excellent habitat
for bird species adapted to such landscapes, such
as bitterns and crakes. In which water body (a large
Ramsar site with the Western most population of the
Irrawady dolphin) does Manglajodi lie?

A) Kolleru

B) Chilika

C) Pulicat

D) Pangong Tso

20. Rushkuliya, Gahirmatha, Gokhurkuda and
Purunabandh are beaches in particular state and
known for an annual event that only occurs in a few
places in the world. Which state-event combination
from below is it?

A) Orissa — mass turtle nesting

B) Andhra Pradesh — mass turtle nesting

C) Gujarat — Mass horseshoe crab nesting

D) Andhra Pradesh — Mass horseshoe crab nesting

’ 21. Which is the largest river in terms of water stored

init?
A) Nile B) Ganga
C) Colorado D) Amazon

22. What colour jellyfish doesn’t sting?
A) Pink B) Yellow
C) Blue D) White

28. Kamchatka literally translates to the land of

fire and ice. This East Asian landscape has some
spectacular wildlife, and its name comes from the
presence of volcanic activity as well has heavy ice and
snow. In which large country is it located in?

A) Japan B) North Korea

C) South Korea D) Russia

29. This event around the 1900s changed a lot of
things in Earth’s geological history - it tilted the axis
of the plane, caused global cooling and the resulting
loss in agriculture led to massive famines. The famous
painting Scream was inspired by the effects of this
event. What event?

A) Mauna Loa erupting

B) Mt. Krakatoa erupting

C) Mt Vesuvius erupting

D) Mt Elbrus erupting

30. The brown cat snake was introduced to this island
by American ships during World War 2. The snake
went wild and led to the extinction of several species
of birds on the island. Which Pacific island is this?

A) Samoa

B) Guam

C) Vanuatu

D) Hawaii



31. Geologically, the Indian subcontinent separated
from Africa and then from Madagascar - the Western
Ghats on India’s East and the Western hills in
Madagascar are very similar in rock composition.
Between India and Madagascar, there are some
islands that separated from these two. What islands?
A) Sao Tome and Principe

B) Seychelles

C) Andaman and Nicobar Islands

D) Tunia

32. Find the odd one out:
A) CD Rom

B) Hard Disk

C) Ethernet

D) Cloud Storage

]

33. Complete the series: 8, 17, 35, 71, ?

134. Truthfulness : Court :: Cleanliness :
A) Bath

B) Restaurant

C) Virtue

D) Pig

35. If Maps: Cartography, which of the following
relations is not correct

A) Collecting coins: Numismatics

B) Stamps: Philately

C) Aves: Ornithology

D) Insects: Ichthyology

Mixed Bag

36. In Golf, how many strokes under par is a birdie?
A) One

B) Two
C) Three
D)

Four

37. Which of the following rivers have NOT been
mapped to a state through which they flow?

A) Krishna — Gujrat

B) Tapti — Maharashtra

C) Sutlej — Himachal Pradesh

D) Mahanadi — Madhya Pradesh

38. Which of the following National Parks do NOT lie in
the States mentioned?

A) Fakim Wildlife Sanctuary — Manipur

B) Achanakmar Wildlife Sanctuary — Chhattisgarh

C) Katerniaghat Wildlife Sanctuary — Uttar Pradesh

D) Desert National Park - Rajasthan

39. There are 2 species of Gorrilla. Which of these is
are the two correct species?

A) Western and Eastern

B) Northern and Central

C) Southern and Grauers

D) Northern and Grauers

40. Where can we find melanistic tigers in India?
A) Kerala

B) Nagaland
C) Himachal Pradesh
D) Orissa

41. Which is the only State or Union Territory in India
where the Wildlife Protection Act does not apply?

A) Jammu and Kashmir

B) Arunachal Pradesh

C) Andaman and Nicobar Islands

D) Lakshadweep

42. The state having a largest area of forest cover in
India is

A) Arunachal Pradesh

B) Haryana

C) Madhya Pradesh

D) Assam

43. The Millennium Development Goals’ term expired
this year, leading to a new set of goals adopted by all
member nations of the United Nations. What are they
called?

A) New Millennium Goals

B) Sustainable Development Goals

C) Inclusive Development Goals

D) Accelerated Development Goals

”44. “Forests can’t be saved without tigers and tigers

can’t live without forests because forests protect
tigers and tiger protects forests”. Who said this?
A) Ullas Karanth

B) Raghu Chundawat

C) Rajesh Gopal

D) Atharva Veda



SECTION Il Duration: 30 minutes Marks: 20

PICTURE COMPOSITION

Write what the picture is trying to say, a short description is given below.
Marks will only be given for content and original expression and not for style,
vocabulary or handwriting.

TEACHERS ARE REQUESTED TO EXPLAIN THE TOPIC TO JUNIOR CLASS
STUDENTS

Rabbits, tigers, flamingoes, elephants, we love them all. They are sometimes called
cute, sometimes majestic and sometimes colourful and elegant.But what about owls,
bats, hyenas and vultures?Do we not find them spooky, deceitful or even mucky? But
is this true? Do these animals not deserve be your friends as well? Do you know that

some or rather all of these animals are actually useful for this planet? Tell us all you

know about the animals we love to hate.
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